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Dear Colleagues,  
 
What a wonderful year this has been so 
far! Our recent FSHS meeting in beauti-
ful Bonita Springs had record attend-
ance, and I hope you had a fantastic 
opportunity to network and relax at the 
Hyatt Regency. 

 
I grew up in 
a little town 
in the east-
ern Himala-
yas, a place 
bursting with 
amazing 
plants and 
animals. The 
rolling hills, 
vibrant 
greenery, 
sparkling 
waterfalls, 

and a pleasantly cool climate - never 
exceeding 80ÁF - earned this area the 
nickname "Scotland of the East." I had 
the chance to visit Scotland many years 
later, and you know what? I could see 
the similarities! 
 
I completed my M.S. at the University of 
Kentucky under the guidance of Dr. 
Robert Geneve. My subsequent Ph.D. 
at UF focused on grape improvement. 
Since then, I have concentrated on im-
proving citrus, initially as a postdoctoral 

associate and later as an assistant re-
search scientist. I am currently an as-
sistant professor of horticulture focused 
on citrus improvement and dabble with 
other subtropical fruits such as avoca-
dos and grapes! In 2019, I was elected 
as a fellow of the Indian Academy of 
Horticultural Sciences (IAHS). In 2025, I 
received the Early Career Excellence 
Award from the ASHS Plant Biotechnol-
ogy Professional Interest Group! 
 
The primary focus of my program is to 
utilize both conventional breeding and 
biotechnological tools to develop im-
proved citrus that can withstand HLB 
(citrus greening or Huanglongbing) dis-
ease. Sadly, this disease has become 
endemic in Florida, and only HLB-
tolerant varieties can provide a lasting 
solution.  
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We have focused on building resilience from within by 
modifying the Systemic Acquired Resistance (SAR) 
pathways in citrus through genome editing or genetic 
engineering. Conventional breeding efforts have been 
focused on harnessing the natural resistance to HLB 
found in wild citrus species and some relatives. Fun 
fact: one of the citrus species I work with that is re-
sistant to HLB, Citrus latipes, is native to the region 
where I grew up! 
 
This approach helps us develop better citrus cultivars 
that thrive and stay healthy! I have recently released a 
couple of HLB-tolerant finger lime citrus cultivars. 
These unique fruits are becoming a secret weapon in 
cocktails, seafood dishes, and desserts. We have de-

veloped a website 
where folks can obtain 
additional information on 
the finger limes (https://
australian-
limes.ifas.ufl.edu). Sci-
entifically, they hold sig-
nificant potential for 
studying how the Candi-
datus Liberibacter asiati-
cus (CaLas), the bacte-
rium responsible for 
HLB, behaves within an 
HLB-tolerant tree. 
 

I have been grateful to 
be a continuous member of FSHS since my graduate 
school days at the University of Florida. My first 
presentation at the FSHS was on grape improvement 
over a decade ago, but my first official role in FSHS 
was as the Vice President of the Citrus section during 
2021-2022.  
 
On behalf of the whole FSHS board, I welcome you to 
our next annual meeting. Iôm excited to meet all of you 
in Jacksonville next June. Letôs work together to make 
the 2026 FSHS meeting a fantastic success!  
 

 

- Manjul Dutt 

  

 Abstract Submission 

for the 2026 Annual 

Meeting begins             

January 15th 
  

 The 139
th
 FSHS annual meeting will receive ab-

stract submissions, starting January 15th. The 

society offers the opportunity to present your 

research and extension accomplishments in 

seven sections: 
 

¶   Agritourism 

¶   Agroecology & Natural Resources 

¶   Citrus 

¶   Handling & Processing 

¶   Krome Memorial Institute 

¶   Ornamental, Garden & Landscape 

¶   Vegetables 
 

The society will receive titles for oral and poster 

presentations. This year the annual meeting will 

take place at the Hyatt Regency Riverfront Hotel 

in downtown Jacksonville!  Enjoy walkable 

downtown access and panoramic views of the 

St. Johns River Hyatt Regency | Jacksonville 

Riverfront  
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2025 Award Winners 

 
2025 Scholarship  
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